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cHeſe Sheets ths hat wrote tuck g the late 
Agitation between the two Houſes, re relating to 
a Law againſt Occaſional Conformity ; ls 

the demiſe of that Law, had been baziet in 

the Grave with it, had not the reſtleſs endeavours, * 

of the Preſs and the Pulpit been ſet on foot to revive it. 7 

The end of this Paper is not fo much in hopes to re. 
claim a Party, whoſe Malice is a conſtant Spurr to their 
Heads, againſt Diſſenters; as to let the Ignorant, and 
Well. meaning among chem, if any ſuch are to be found, 
fee a little what they are a doing, 

As for the Diſſenters, tho? "pertaps they "have. Hot 
Foes to prevent the Miſchief, tis 9 to let the 
World know, upon what Foot their Enemies Act; 200 
chat tho? they may have the Misfortune to feel the ©o 


A2 | 2 


[ 4 ] 


ſequences, may not paſs for Fools too ; but as their 
their. Sovereign, they. may let them + — 
A Worthy Author of a Penny ſheet, ſpread about 
very induſtriouſly, and Entitled, Reaſaus for this Law, 
would prove it ought to Paſs, becauſe of Her Majeſty's 
Promiſes of Maintaining the Church, and Encouraging 


n Taka eg be iro & chang file h/ 


Promiſes claſh one againſt another, which they may 
come off from, if they caſt. © T7 © k | 
It ſeems, That theſe Gentlemen miſtook Her Maje- 
ſty's Meaning, in the Promiſe ſhe madꝭ, of Encouraging 
the moſt” Zealous Men of the Church of lent; by up 
poſing Her Majeſty meant thereby. Such whoſe Zeal 
run higheſt againſt the Diſſenters: Whereas Her Maje- 
ty, by declaring Her ſelf fince, the great Promoter of 
Peace and Uaion among Her Subjects; and by Repeat- 
ing to the Diſfenters Her Reſolution of Maintaining the 
Toleration, has told them plainly what ſhe meant. 
It looks a little ſtrange, That the Gentlemen, who. 


ay ſo hot for this Law, ſhould think the Diſſenters ſo 
| 


, as not to ſee the Toleration ſtruck at, in its moſt 


Eſſential Parts; and, as if they would hoodwink them 
with the Vapour of the Arigma, all the Pamphlets and 
Sermons at ihe kme time, that they Would ſtigmatize 
Occahonal Conformity, as the Badge of a Hypocrite; 
joyn_ this ſhadow for a. Covering, Let them enjoy. 
their Toleration on God's Name, and No. body medales.with. © 
Toleration, New Aﬀociation: p. —. Now if theſe 
Gentlemen will tell us, how a Law againſt Occaſional 
Conformity can be paſs'd,and yet the Loleration Main- 
_ rain'dentire, then I ſhall give up the Cauſe. | 

The beſt Argument that has been yet brought, to 
prove the Reaſonablencks of a Law againſt * 


[Fs] 


Contormity, -is, That the Diſſenters have made aſe of i 10 


alify themſelves for Pablick 
Thar the Diflenters think Occaſional Commmuninid 


Lawful in it ſelf, has been publickly declar'd, and 

_— ar be un b, r part of che 

| pure 4.1 
Bur. the declar'd Deſign and Intention of thoſe wit 
Contend for an Occaſional Bill, as we call it, is more Ef- 
fectually to keep the Diſſenters out of Offices and Pub- 
lick. Employments in the State!” - 208 

Whether either of theſe be 1200 whats DiC. 
ſenter Occaſionally may Conform to the Church of Eg 
land; Or whether it be juſt, that a Diſſenter, as ſuch, 
| ought. to be Excluded from the PubheF Truſt, and made 

uncapable of Serving the Government, tho' they are 
great Points, and well worth Conſideration, are yer no 
part of the Queſtion in debate. 

But whether it be reaſonable; that the Diſfenters ſpowd 
either maꝝ be forcd, be Excluded from Communion witir 

the Cinch, or with their Private Congregations, under 
the Penalty of avoiding all Publick Employments, being 

rendred uncapable to Serve the Government, and of the 
Advantage of their Fellow Engliſhmen, in the Service of: 
their Native Country; This is Ih Caſe before us. 

It any Man is to ſcruple the Lawfulneſs of Conformi- 
| w to the Church, it is the Diſſenter, and not the Church 
man; the Confor miſt cannot pretend *cis- Unlawful to 


Conform,: he would then become a Diſſenter himſelf?- 


Buc if the Difſenter not Agreeing in all things, can yer 
Conſorm in ſome, -why ſhould he be obliged; as by 
ſuch a Law he would by, either to Conform wROug: or 
not Conform at all, and tllis under a ſevere Penalty? 

It may be aufwer d, the Feſb was made to keep the 
W s out of Place, and-they Defeat the end of that 
Law, ta the Sacrament; and tis abſolutely ne- 
ol! - | 


[6 ] #1 
„ ee Truſt them with Employments in 
the Government, and RR an, is abſolutly 


This Would be the Natural way of. expr | 
the High Churchmen would ſpeak their — | 
poſition of what 


1y ; and this — for a true Ex 
they have otherwiſe expreſs'd, and as it may tally be 
Nase to be their end, — ——— — F 


Firſt That tis an Uunjuſt Delign- : NO mg 
+ Secondy, That tis an Voreaſonable Method. | | 


I. Tis an Unjuſt Deſign to Anion the Diſſenters of 


Publick Employments, and Unqualify them for the Ser- 
vice of their Country, without any Offence Committed. 


Ie Law Suppoſes every Man a good Man, till ſome- 


thing appears to the contrary; now Diſſenting from the 
Communion of the Church of England, is no Offence 4 
gainſt the 22 but is, by af Law, Permitted and 
made Legal; no Man therefore can juſvly be made Un- 
— of 705 Service of his — till he is n | 
Guilty of the Breach of ſome Law. 


_ = No Law can Juſtly be made to deprive a Man of 
any Right, for an Action which is not unlawful, either 
in it ſelt or Circumſtances. — — made — — Right 
and Juſtice are Unjuſt Laws, Op yrannies 
upon the People; and tho we ad fu — — theßx 
are made, becauſe they are made = a Lawful Autho- 
"Its yer they are not the more in their own Na- 


'Tis therefore an Unjuſt Deſign to deprive us of our 
Birth-right, as Eng liſomen, for our Diſagreement in Mat- 
ters of Religion; eſpecially while this n 5 
Tons and made fo by an Act of as N 


but 


bY 


tor 


- But after all;-if it were tobe Granted; which! 
Wiſe Man will Grant, that it is abſohutely Nece = B 
the Safety oi the Government to keep the Difſenters 
out df Piaces, a thing no Man conldever provens—-.- 
yet the Method, which is Profeſs'd by thioſe Gentlemen 
ho are of that Opinion, is very Unreaſonable and Un- 
—4 and * c the —— I have . to 2 4 
go | 
I have no Deſign hereby;-to-ſay any thing relating nd 
the Bill lately — — in the . to the De- 
butes between the Tw. Houſes on that Head; nor (hall I 
Concern them in this Diſcourſe any farthery than to 
Quote Matter of Fact from them; Winch 1 hope mep- 
be done without Offene. on 
nut I have numberleſs Authors to being upon the 


Stage, ond nee thing Yatteage, of whictt this che 
rv 1e e 
That tbe 


High Charebmen e an Tars- 
have had, 4 Deſign, if poſſible, to — 4 of Par- 
liament, to prevent . een 


455 Diſſe — + 
, or Enjoying Places, 5 — 4 
vernment, by obliging ne Total, 


A Cusfutmiiy to 255 Charch- lard” IE nn 

No.) — Oocaſional —— 2 is th Arby - | 
Condemm d or Defended; yet tis plain,” that a Law to 
Oblige the Diſſenters to a Total Conformity, or elſe to 
ſuffer ſuch and ſuch Fanulrtcs, is Unjuſt an Unreaſo- 
nable in its on Nature nnen 1 1227 ait 10 

1. All Forte —— 11 und Un. 
reaſonable; to Compell any one to Act aguinſt — 
ſeiences, is Unreaſonable and Unjuſt; becauſe the Scri- 
pture ſays tis moſt reaſonablc!2s' obey Gd rathir than 
Man; I think tis a Matter ſo long ago decided, even 

by the Church of Eng land ir fell, Fu 1h; 1dr of Man 
na Soueigaty * „ would de 


42 
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a r mention acty: Ging v#i it; 
rtyrs in Queen 1 are my Pies 
_— the Argument TE ocz 
If chen tis Unlawful ro Cor — Ain Cu 
— re tho Unlawful to "Puniſh me for 
it cannot be Lawful to Puniſh me, 
for I what you have no Power to Command 
me to | 
The ro ra Parliament which oblig'd the-Difſedters 
ro — — fy themſelves, by taking the Sacrament, muſt 
it was — ſor them to take it, or: alſd 
- 4 bus an Unlawful Act in its own Nature; for a 
Law Comma a Sin, is a Contradiction irf its ſelf, 
and no Law, but a Libel; but ſay ſome, when we made 
this Act, *twas believ'd the Diſſenters would not have 
complied: with it, and ſo have heen kept ouů. 
Very good; So that 'twas a Trick put upon them, 
preſuming upon their — Ä— this may 
be true, but twas never the honeſter in the Deſign; and 
tlüs is the occaſion. of the Neu / Method now in hand, 
and is a ſarther Proof of the Matter alledg'd, that tis 
abt Conformity, or Non- Conformity; *tis not Conſtant 
or Occaſiona] Conformity is the Queſtion, but the keep- 
5 7 — — rs r= = Ae get in: 
18 anting tlieir Ne urs, I 
9 This is the Matter in hand. 

Total Conformity then being 2 Sin, in the Opinion 
of a Diſſenter, to Compell him to it, — him 0 

Sin, Which is directly againſt the | 
But, ſays the Objector, or, This i hot-Compelingebem, 

for they may let Places and Preferments alone, and then 
they may let Conformity alone, and Welcome. | 
This is a Chriſtianlike Argument indeed, — 
it plain, that tis — Advantage of the Church, 


——W— re In Fe ; 
the 


1s 

"the 3 of the Chu * 
12 to her Communion! Nor en- 
ers, by bringing them off from cheir Miffakes; bar ris 

the Profits, 5 Ronen, the Emplöptments irthe State, TY 


. Which are the things; Nat eee r 
; * 4474 The Boy a Nef: [ot 


Ad all the Strife i is plainly to be ſeen zen, 3 
21 Lee eee „ · ——ç—0ç—ç -- 
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-And.this is che handle 40 the, M206) - 
That: tis aownrig 45 50h Ge nah 90 c 
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count of Conſcience, is Per mo le: 

degree. ier al 8.90 (31.1% 7. T 
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ad that here is ng fore put on 

Pugh — lg 2 orithe, 
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b W over Proſe⸗ 
Sy Good'of the 


* iſo 
ow Calls 5 re ai fs. 
tobe fiſt; Pure, then, Ftatcabie, C 
ee by the Spirit of Go 
agree, is meant, not he Holy 
pftures call'd che Spirit of Cod or 
the Chriſtian Temper, 
and if chis Temper de Peck the: g 
ty, Force and Aan N. 
« nity: and copiequeorly-Yojuſt,awl, 
109m*0 2obworr 2A us 217” 269] ee lets | 


A 
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Ee 
1 This is 4 4 Infeattion upon the Act 0 Toleration, ang 


wy ore an Unreaſonable Law that 6.7 eing founded * 
higheſt Reaſon. in the 1. orld. 


The Rfnbliged of the AN denon, is found- 
ed upon two Principal Articles, 


1. Its being every Man's Native Righ 1 to enjoy the 
Benefit and Liberty of Serving God, his Maker, in that 
Way or Method, "which"in his Cohſcienee he believes 
to be moſt greeable ta his reveal'd Will, and which 

te alſo: Gods to be'moft Beneficial to himſelf 

It has been a Controverted Point, whether it be 
Lawful to Compel any Man to be a Chriſtian, or to 
ſerde God at all; 5 T think ꝛ'tis needleſs to be concern'd 
in this Diſpute; for he who ſuffers, becauſe he will 
Have no Religion at all; Cannét he Perfecuted: for! his 
Re but his Atheiſm and Irreligion. 
2 2 chat in Matters relating to the manner of Wor- 
BT the different ways of ſerving the ſame. God; 
er has left a Memorable,” and moſt Deciſive Pre. 
cedeiit iu Fe 5. 29.” when: they: Oharg*d-them; that 
Thould' Preach no more in that Namegcthat was, 
n of Chriſt; they ſo much xh more Proclaim'd 
_ the Goſpel in all the Parts of Ji AU 71 

"Tis. Nea in this Place, ho it was Chart ed 
© theta; *twas the Elders, the High Prieſts, and the Rulers 
"of the Jews, the Great Saunbedrim: Twas a Vote of their 

01 ' Farliament, and their Anſwer was in ſhort, © Tu Aſbame 
4 Jon ſooald * to Counter mand what God has Can- 
« nde 0 Human Power can pretend to be Obey'd in 
I. 2s © Wer We ar Jou: 10, put it to the Vote in 
5 whet her we I Obey God or Toa, W144, -; 
Account the Act of Toleration is ſounded upon 
m Re ado Coneracen, in the World; tis a 


— of Natural * 'tis — 


* 


be Libre, Granted bythe e 


them to Conform to the Church 8 


pting them from all Penaltſes and Punifhmenes for tf 
lame; for which we refer them to the Act it ſel" 
Now as there are ſeveral kinds of Diſſenters, as well 
as ſeveral ſorts of 'Conformiſts, ſome "Diſſent entirely 
from the Church, and own neither her Doctrine nor 
_ Worſhip ; ſome can Conform to ch e Git to 
none at all; it ſeems à ContradiQion to Reaſon,” and 

A . en 200 3 B "IN DG OH 7 ects 
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1 
reflects upon the Church · Mens Uunderſtanding, as 
well as Honeſty, that they ſhould make the Law to 
Puniſh thoſe who can Conſorm in part, and let thoſe a- 
lone who will not Conſorm at all; this is far from a 
Chriſtian Endeavour, to bring the Diſſenters home, 
into the Boſom of the Church, and Unite the Flock 
under one Shepherd; for it Encourages thoſe who are. 
the fartheſt off, to continue where they are, and thoſe 
ho fare neareſt, and in part brought in, and by O- 
caſional Complying, are in a fair way to 4. total Con- 
formity,. if . not in themſelves, | in their Poſterity mitbout 
fail; theſe are to be puniſh'd for what they do, and 
either compelled. to Conform farther than they can — 
Commanded not to Conform at all, or PunifWd for 
the middle way, their own Inclinations Dictate to them. 
ig maſt Certain, the Nature of the thing, even 
che meaning of the Word Toleration, wiz. 4 Permiſſion 
for Jach as cannot Conform, Implies all ſorts of Diſſent- 
5 and if any are to be thought Excluded in the 
T 


. * 
©% 
= 


eaning of the Act, it ruſt be ſuch as are wideſt in 
in Scruples, and. at the greateſt diſtance from Con- 

mity, not ſuch as Diſſent but in a few ſmall mat 

ters, and can Conform in the main Points, 

FR But this Law is prepared to Puniſh ſuch as can Con- 

form in Part, and-Encourage them and all others to a 

; Arther and atotal Non- Conformity; and is therefore ex- 

FPrelly contrary to the Intent and Meaning of the 
: Act of Toleration, and in its ſelf abſurd and unrea- 
As the Act of Toleration is an Exempting the Diſſen - 

ters from all Penalties and Puniſhments for Diſſenting, 

this lays a Forfeiture or Penalty on their Diſſeating 

Again; and I know not for my Life, what to call that, 


but à Repealing Part of the Toleration. I wiſh ſome 
wiſer Body, would find me out another Name for it. 


IV 95 Tis 5 


Eng] 
1 "Tis ag inſt the overs! Ripht of 0 bi; : 
for as the 80 n ene of Conſcience haas been ſulfi- 
ciently Aﬀerted, and even the very Act of Toleration 
acknowleges it to be Superior to — Independent of all 
Human Power, and ought not to be either forc d or 
reſtrained, ſo it can no more be juſt, to compel me 
not to Conſorm in part, than it can de to obige me 
toa total Conformity. 
I call that Compelling Nerd. — the like, Which 
however plauſible, the” pretence of leaving it in my 
Choice, may be, makes a Depriving me of any thing 
which 1 Enjoy'd before, and had a Right to Enjoy, 
the penalty of my purſuing the Dictates of my Con- 
ſcience :- This is forcing me, as far as it is in the'Pow- 
er of any Man to force another, for no Man can force 
another any * than by Infiing a Puniſhment 
for not Compl ying; The Law does not force a Man 
not to Murther his Nei 2 only tells him he ſhall 
be Hang' d if he does: If Lam obliged totally to Con- 
form, or totally to Diffent, when my Conſcience di- 
rects me to nt in ſome things, and t Conform in 
all things 1 can, this is as much Impoſing upon my 
Conſcience , as Compelling me to a total Conformity 
:would be; this is Force, and Force is N and 
Dein are Vojuſt — — e — f 5 
i of) va: 6 
VV. "Tis a; — Maj ajeſties' Grucrous Prievifis of 
"continuing 2 Toleration to ods Diſſenters. The Royal 
Veracity of the Queen, more than once Repeated on 
this Head, is a Satisfaction to the Diſſenters, that they 
ſhall Enjoy the full Benefit of the Act of Toleration; 
her Majeſty in her late Speeches to the Parliament, has 
redoubPd her Aſſurances on this Head, and it ſeems to 
me, that the Safety of the Diſſenters has a — 


—_ 


L 14 4 


Dependance upon this Head, chan upon the At of 
Toleration it ſelft. 

Ads of Parliament end 8 the Opinons of dib 
ſerent Men, whoſe Breath, like themſeſves, is Frail 
and Uncertain; they are frequently chang'd, and fre- 
quently change their Opinions; one Houſe often Re- 

peals what a former Houſe Enadts, they very often al- 
rer boy and diſſanull what they have Enacted themſelves; 
but if forty Houſes attempt to alter or diſſanull the 
Toleration, ſo as to deprive the —— of the 2 
nefit of it, we are aſſur d her Majeſty will never 
ſuch a Law; for ſhe has given us her Royal — 
miſe, that ſhe will continue her Protection of the Diſ- 
ſenters in Tor aner of the Tel delaa. Eſta- 
1125 Ar Big i! 
Now for any people to dakre ee tho Diſſent- 
ers of their Liberty of Conſcience, to deprive them 
of the Benefit of — Toleration, or of any part of 
it, is it not to deſire ä to break her Word? 
is it not to deſire Her ' Majeſty: to leſſen the Liberty 
given us before? and I wonder thoſe Gentlemen who 
Are ſo Violent for ſuch = 2 1 or at att 


\Confider what it is they are 
Can they think that her K can weaken, or 
limit the Toleration, and not fee that *tis an Aſſaule 
Won the Honour of her Parole; has She not told 
them that they ſhall always find her have a Sacred 
Regard to — Promiſes? — not ſeen her M- 
Je Profeſs 4 Spotleſs Veracity?. —— find her Injur- 
ing her on Honour, or her Subjects Coofidence in this 
caſe? and why ſhould they Imagin ſo Vilely of their 
Sovereign? does it not ſeem a want of h well 
r en“ 3 cp; ATE tho INE) | 


= "it 


1.15 

It is ; Objefted, but this is not an AR againſt the 
Toleration, but only Explanatory, to tell the World 
What was, and was not meant by it; and it has always 
been granted that the Haul of. one. are the 

proper Expoſitors of Law. 

In Doubt ful Caſes, "ts: true the 1.75 are tlie Explain- 
ers of their own: Meaning, but Taleration is an Ex- 
plicit Term, wants no Explication of its Meaning, ank 
the Conditions of it are exactly Expteſ d in the AA of 
Parliament, its Extent is limited to. Eroreitant, Dilſen- : 
tors, only to: ſuch and to all ſuch. 

No the Delign I am upon, is not an Expoiti tion, but 

2 Limitation ; and to Limit the Extent of the Tolera- 

tion, is to Repeal part of the Law; and conſequently 
to Intrench upon her Majeſties Promiſe. ey 

The Queen has not given her Word to the Diſſen- 
ters, to preſerve part of the, Tolenation, but the Tole- 
ration; which muſt be underſtood of the whole, or 
elſe by: the ſame Rule they may obtain the Repeal of 
"0 or any the Enactin — in the Bill, and yet 

2 Promiſes the Queen remain untouch' d. 
„This would be making her Maj . 
With her Sudſack Which is below her houghts; and 
as ſhe has told us, we always find her a Re- 
ligious [Obſerver of her Word; I cannot Imagin 
her Majeſty can ever aſſent to to Limit the Tolerati- 
on without mg. a/ horrid Affront to the Honour 
j 90 1 5 Manatee ord,,and es her a Delpgen of 
er 

Some People have taken upon 9 to State che 
Matter of the Queen's Promiſe, and to Diſtinguiſh 
Nicely between an Act of her Majeſties Will, and a 
Conceſſion to an Act of Parliament; and tell us from 
this Head, that her Majeſty will not fail to be as 

god as her Word, as far as Concerns her ſelf, but _ 


5 1460 
if it he e done by an Act of Parliament, that is à gene 
ral thing, is the Act and Deed of the People of . 
land, that *tis their oπν)u doing, not hers; even tlie 
Diſſenters themſelves doit; for they“ are pro rly ſaid 
to Act in their Repreſentatives. ''Now'tho? the Queen 
did promiſe” to maintain the Toleration, yet ſhe did 
not Promiſe to do it againſt the Diſſenters Will, and 
if they come and ask her to do it, ſhe is by that 
Requeſt abſolvid from oy Promile, and free to Grant 
on they Delire:” | el 9X2 221 eee 
This is a Way, 1 0 lichudy Body may diftioguiſh 
themſelves out of their Photniles, : but a n avant An- 
ſwer puts an Eud to it. 

The Queen's Promiſe is not Negative; "ove ſhewil 
not tate away the Toleration, but it is poſitive; chat ſb: 
will preſerdie it; and Prote& the Dillenters' in the En- 
e their Abefty. h 10/2187 oi 01 5 
' , RS to the Parliament - Deſiring it to be taken away, 
which is as if the Diſſenters did it, their Repreſen- 
tatives being in Parliament; I Anſwer, this is a Sophiſm 

in Argument; tis true the Diſſenters are Repreiemed 
in Farſiamcit, as Eng liſh Men Rut not as Diſſenters; 
And therefore the Caſe diffets, had theDiflenters Choſen 
4 Repreſentative of themſelves, as Diffenters;' and theſe 
in 1 Name of the reſt, had come and told her Ma- 
ſty, they deſired the Toleration ſnould be Repealed ; 
4 rant A fuch'a Caſe, her Majeſty” was clear of her | 
* Promise but for a Parliament, they Repreſent the Diſ- 
ſenters in their Civil, but not in their Religious Ca- 
pacity; this Promiſe is made to them as Diſſenters; 
45 "ſuch, they are no where Repreſented, and therefore 
cannot be ſuppoſed to Act in a Repeal. of ſuch a Law, 
nor can the AQtins of any goers e her Ma- 
ity from her Frotdiſe 19 2.2103 
is . For 


1 47 || | 
For it, a Subject may not Interpret the Queen's Pro- 
miſe, yet a Subject may fay, how he Underſtands it; 
and when her, Majeſty Gracioufly- ſays, we ſhall al- 
ways had, her à Religious obſerver of her Word; It 
1 Underſtand, What we are to Believe her lajeſt ies 
Meaning to be, ittis thus, that what ever her Majeſty 
Solemaly Promiſes to any of her People, they may Depend 
upon it, (hall be punctually Perform'd; and that it ſhall-not 
be in the Power ef um Human Ad, to make her, forget, 
or Dijown it. | i - 
I hope this Explication. gan be no Detriment tothe 
Honour, or. Veracity off the Queen; ſince no Body can 
have the Impudence to ſay, ſhe has yet done any 
thing to Infringe this Sacred Afſurence; nor can any 
of her People, without having ſcandalous [Thoughts 
of their Sovereign, Imagin ſhe will break her Word. 
How then, can our Church of Exland Brethren, 
look her Majeſty in tlie Face, when they are, every 
Day expoſing the Toleration, as a thing not fit to 
be Continued ? dine Ban - ales hae) 
The telling us, © That: this is, Complimenting the 
* Dillenters, into our Church and Government, ho ar 
« a People that are {worn Enemies to both, to the hazard- 
ing our Eternal Saſety, and giving up our Antient Faith, 
© Conſtitution and Form of Worſhp.: Sacheverels Ser- 
mon, p. 59, 60. and again p. 49. In order to break 
don 51. Fence. aud Land Mark 1 he Church, all 
« its worſt Euembes mult be Tolerated. 5 
What is this, but branding Toleration, às ſcandalg 
in it ſelf, and daugerons to the Church, 3 
queatly the Queen, with, doing things, which deſerve. 
that. reproachiul Title. aalt honed 
When che: ſame Author has. deſcrib'd the Dilleateys, 
in the beſt Oxford Rhetorick he could,..be adds, p. 5% 
Again whom every Man that wiſhes the Gharches welfare, 
4 3 2 R bug h. 
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ought to Hang out the Bloody Flag and Banner of De. 
anco. 

To make a ſhort Comment on this worthy Text. 

Every Man, or every one, for the Queen is a Maſcu- 
fine in her Politick Capacity, every one that wiſhes the 
Churches Welfare, Ought, Gr. Mark, 

From hence I draw this Argument. 

The Queen has not Hung out the Bloody Flag 
Defyance ; what then, one of theſe two things Wies 


I. Either the Queen does nor do as ſhe Ought to do; 
oo e does not Wiſh the Welfare of the 
Churc | 


If any Man cat "_ another, or more pro 
— from the Words, he is welcome to do it; 
wes , Part'T acknowlege I cannot. | 
I this be the Opinion, this Worthy Gentleman has 


| of her Majeſties Conduct; If the Vice C r of Ox. 


fard thinks to Licenſe fuch Langu age as this » be 
Printed on the Queen; Never let Piflory 
rected for an Author, 'for Affronting her Majeſty a- 
gain. If this be not the Shorteſt Way ; If this be not 
2 Method by it ſelf ; If ever Queen was thus Bantred 
before; Let them tell us the Time: - 

Her Majeſty has Promiſed to Protect the Difſenters, 


continue the Toleration, and bids them not be appre- 


henſive of any ; but here comes Mr. S I 
bay Voucher from a whole Univerſity, and ſays, that if 
wiſhes well to the Church of Exgland, She 
olerate them, but hang out Bloody 
Flag — Banner of Defyancea inſt them; that is, the 
Queen, if She wiſhes well to the Church of England, 
mutt break her Promiſe with the Diſſenters, and Non, 
to Demoliſh the eb Al; Deprive them 


FF 
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of their Liberty, and Provend rr them the Shot 
WA. ke 3803 aoqu ons z! 
In ſhort, acconding;! to the beſt judgment 1 can 
malte of this matter, This way of Treating the Diſ- 

ſenters, is the groſſeſt Abuſe the Queen, as can” * 

poſſibly be pur upon her; and they muſt ſuppoſe her 
_ Majeſty to be ſomething, that I have more Manners 

than to mention, if She does not take ſome er N 

ordinary Notice of it 

I é think, I may Challenge them all to a dhe 

Inſtance, hen ever the Diſſenters, thoſe Spawn of 

Rebels, and Vermin not fit to Live, as the Worthy 

Dr. H. calls them; when ever — offered any! ſuch | 

Affront to her Majeſty. | 

Put theſe Gentlemen, preſuming ur her Goodneſs 
at the fame time abuſe either her 1 aderſtanding, or | 
her Juſtice, | £:, 
Either they abufe her Underſtanding; as if her Ma- | 

jeſty could not ſee when ſhe was Bantred; or they Im- 

poſe upon her Juſtice, as if her Majeſty would allow 

the 8 Iaſolence in a Church Clergy Man, why 

in another Man ſhall be Puniſht with the Pillory 
. up all, It ſeems clear to me, that her Ma- 
ʒjeſty can — > no Law, that ſhall leſſen the Diſſenters 
Liberty of Conforming, or not Conſorming, as they. 
now — it, by Vertue of the late Act of Farliament, 
without 1 her Royal Promiſe, more 
than once made to the Diſſenters, without leſſening the 
Opinion the World has entertained of her Royal —_— 
and the Honeſty of her Maintaining it. 

And —— Duty as well as Charity, abliges.us 
to believe, that her Majeſty will not fail to Maistain 
that Religious, Regard eh ſhe has told us ſhe will 
have to her Word, we may. at the ſame time e004 
clude, *tis Impoſſible ſhe — ever be 8 8 
3 | 


Srl baked 
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our of your Majeſty, Graciouſly Expreſs'a, and'Solemnly 


.F.ea. 
Paſs a Law, that in the leaſt offers to Infringe, ot 
Intrench upon that Sacred Promiſe, ſhe has made the 


Diſſenters, of Maintaining the Tolerations [| 
'Tis Impoſſible her Majeſty can Aſſent to any 40. 7 


which ſhall leſſen the Liberty given the Diſſenters, dy 


the Act of Toleration; *ris Impoſſible: She can agree 
to Limit the Term of that AQ, ſor that would be to 
Repeal part of the Act, and conſequently break her 
Promiſe. | 

However, fince tis plain there is partyinthe Church, 
who are fo eager to pull down rhe Diſſenters, who are 
for: Bloody Flags, and Banners of Defyance againſt them, 
who have Beat b 8 Eecleſ aſtick Drum, to Raiſe 
the Mob againſt them, and who are w ilhogs0Mongage, 


the Honeſty of their Sovereign. , 


If I might be allbow'd 5 to. abe Difſenters,. 
it ſhould — to throw themſelves at her Majeſties Royal. 
Heet, and Humbly ask her Frotedtien, in Terms like cheſe. 

I Ti: (T1 

_ i 88 your Majeſty, 4m: I - + noon. Ton 
2 aud Obedient Ga gel Proteſt in 
* 42500 95 Daierly ele 9 obe our Roy al 
Commands, willingly Day 10 your Government, and 
heartily Depend apon-your-Trath, fly to the Faith and Ho- 
Eu 
gg ito (them in pour Royal Promiſe, for the Continuing 
to them the Toletation of their Revs ian, and the: Liberty of 
Serving God atcording 10 their Conſciences, andthe Divine 


Command; | humbly aſſuring themſelvos, that according to 


the Expreſs Reſolut ion of hour Majeſty ſcgwifyd in your 
22 Speech, at the laſt Frech aon of the Par- 


lament, jour Majeſty will preſerve the ſaid Liberty entire, 
dd -not Puſi any Bil on Bills, which Retrenob, Lint, or 
Leſſon ir; they the mean while continuing in a Dutiful, 
Quiet aud Peactable AFR to. your Majeſty, and. hour 
— Nor 


[=] * 


Nor can the Dilſefiters- be blame d 8 "uy 
Majeſty at het! Word; the Queen had certalni/ never 
made ſuch a promiſe t to FU _ _— {he Weed . 

O things. 191 Ny ni H F230 
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2. She Intended the. Diſlenrers (auld a betove, and 


defender. ir | W Yod)'gs m 


Fs, 


\ The Difſeoters can never Acquie! her Majeſty: of. 


is Promite; 'tis a SolemniEngagment to them, and. 
in Jjuſtice to tlieir Poſterity. _ can never er. 
Claim to the Performance of it. 


VI. I come now to Argue, that this way of limit- 
iag af Foleration, by a Law to prevent Occafional 


Conformity, #s again holmes of the Chanel. Eng- 


land. 


Testi) the Intereſof the Church, on gh. a+ 
we ſhould have all one Diſcipline, as well 28. 


85 bring back all her Children into her own Boſom,, 
tine; one Mode of Worſhip, as we have one Ob- 


ject of Worſhip; and therefore all Laws which tend. 


to drive People farther from the Communion of the 
Church, are againſt! her Intereſt. 


Ihhey who-ar foe ERobliMingabes hurch: by keeps- | 
ing all the Diſſenters out of her, Copmunion, are cer 


taimly the moſt Impolitick- People in the World ; for 
The Strength and Glory gf a Church, as of a Go- 
verament, is the Number of. its Subjects, Proſelytes- and 


Conwerts; and to make a Bau that ſhall ſfiut out of 


her Erotection- {ach as are Conforming, to them, is. 
che molt. Impolitick thing in the WIN | 
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1 1. Tig contrary tothe: deen Prifite off cine, 
i i the World All are for bringing over People to con- 
„ form to their Wayiof Worſhip; 7. 1 Om conform 
holy, they are willing to have them conform as far as 
they can, in hopes to bring them up to Nen degrees 
and at laſt to compleat Conformity. 

Some Churches have uſed Violence, to bring people | 
to conform to their Way of Worſhip, and perſecuted 
them for not dotng it; and where they could not force 
a thorow Compliance, have accepted a Compliance for 
a time, or in part; but the Church of England is the 
only Church in the World that puniſh'd any becauſe 
they would not wholly. conform, by a. Forcing them 


not to conform at all, 
Neil 18 


_ 2 contrary to Hades Palo |; 7M 20 probability 
the Foſterity of thoſe People, who now conform in 
part, will be total Conformilts and to promote a ſtrict 
total Diſſent, by aig a partial Conformity, is to 
{hut out the Poſterity who are ſhut our now, 
and „ eſe any of a General —— 

: e mg the Diſſent of 12 conform, a 
thereby wegen the Try, by "Ing aged 
Numbers, 
It has been ac by ine) RO oreleat AY 

1 ding Party in the Church, de not defire the Diſſenters 

. ſhould conform, becauſe they would ſtrengthen the 

1 
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: Low-Charch Party, | and promote Moderation in tlie 
= Church. This is a Helliſh Notion; tis a piece of In- 
| ©  _fernal Polity; favours of the 4 rit which reigus in that 
1 dark Region, and ſubjects the Work of the Miniſtry to 
2 a Scandal of State-Trick FG, and all that's Vil 

lainous and Baſe, | 
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could be 
if poſſible to the Church, to Wiſh the Number of Or- 
thodox Catholick Chriſtians not to encreaſe, or the 
Peace and Union of theſe Nations in matters of Reli- 
gion, nat to be brought to paſs, and all upon a deſign 
of State-policy. 

And yet this certainly ſeems to be True, ſince theſe 
Genelenen puſh at a Law to bring them to a total 


Een or exclude them from any Conformity at 
or fil L inf upon ite, that dweſtigg them of Pa- 


ces, unleſs they do totally conform, is forcing chem to 
à total Diſſent, as far as Force is in the power of che 
Parties we mean. 
Tothis bleſſed Paſs is Richgioh brought; when Priefs 
turm States-Men, "tis always thus; the Policy of thefe 
Gantlemen prevails over their Confeiences, and they 
are Now ſettling their Intereſt in the Government, at 
the Expence of their Religion ; in ſhort, they are Liſted 
in a Religious Plot, an ate a Party-making, not a. 
Chriſtian- making. The Cure of Souls muſt give way 
to the ſettling an Intereſt, nf e ſuſpend the Clergy- 
Mien to put on the States. Men; tis not the Diſſenter 
they would Covert, but tis the W hig they would Con- 

vert; If the Occafional- Conſormiff would leave off 
Bis Party in Politicks, they would Embrace him, they 
could eaſily bear with his Con rmity; but they cannot 
bear with his being a Whig: Thus Religion is made the 
Pimpof a Party ; and the Sacred Inſtitutions of Chriſt 
 Fefus, are P ituted to ſerve for Marks of Diſtinction, 
between Factions in the State. 
I this be not the Caſe, tis lc for d 
- ns aſſign me a Reaſon, why the Church of 
ould not ENG theDiſſentersinto her 


8 


Chriſtian Minibar ofthe Kbuleh of England . 
vile, to wiſh the Diſſenters not to be United 


_ 
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g munion, and, as ſar as in ber lies, to Encourage them to 
ö £ | 9 in. 112 Merl 17 mt; 4 
| It can never be debe Why they ſhould-not ac 
= 8 Gepe! ſome as Wall as, of all, and Hngeurage . 
| ry ig allhe,Particulars- . fince they Who can Con- 
| forq ig part, may in time be brought 40 Conform. 7 
| LE Og 
| Ile that deſires a Reſor mation, deſſircs all: the degrees 
: of Reformation; and it cannot conſiſt with-a-true.ds- 
ſire to bripgover the Billenters to che. Church, not to 
Encourage thoſe who are in part broughit over; ſinec 
if chey had any Regard, to. Paſteriry; atis more 4 
probable, che Occaſional Conformity of. the preſent Dil- 
Jenters, is. a great ſtep towards Reconciling their Poſte- 
rity abſolutely. 220 27 oli 
Theſe Arguments would) certainhy be moving, were 
not the whole a State Tricky. a Fe of. Govern- 
ment, to prevent a Union between the, Low Church- 
Men and the Diſſenters, which the other Party Indu- 
ſtriouſly avoid, leſt ſuch a Conjunction ſhould prove 
fatal to them, and they ſhould by. chat means be 4 
Weit. Elections. on 
The Author of the New y 4 Pachphlet, ſued 
tothe very bottom of this ſcandalous Delign, has, Ex- 
plain'd this in his worthy: Scheme of depriving the 
Diſſenters of their. Liberty, of Voting as Free Hol- 
ders, a ſtep none of che Farty had, ever yet the Im- 
—pudenceto.rake;, but tho? it Was Always in the deſigu, 
they carefully kept it as a..Secret,. till this Impolitick 
Author thought the Cafe was Ripe for a Di covery, 
and fo Midwif d it into the World before its time. 
In his ſecond Volume, he is wonderful. Angry, at be- 
aun | Or 'd with having "the Exp the Shorteft Way, 


7 es * 15 * the ee that 
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Alas, 


» Alas, good Man, *** bete due of ſucli a 
Bloody Doctrine, he only deſires that the Diſſenters 
mi ght be Unfranchis'd as Exgliſh Men, and not only, 
not 2 Magiſtrates, or Members of Parliament, bur 
have 9 Vote ſor ſuch as are. 
What does this Gentleman think of the Dient 
that they ſhould be ſo Blind, as not to ſee the Shorteſt 
Way, thro' all this; but fince ſuch 3 muſt be 
* Home beſore they will Confeſs s, 
Ler any Man hut Examine, what in Reaſon Sk be 
che Conſequence, when all the Diſſenters ſhould be 
thus Difarm'd of their Civil Righis, and ſuch Men 
choſen into all Places of Magiſtracy and Legiſlature, 
as are ſuitable to the Temper of Mr. Sachsse, and 
of this Author; let even themſelves tell us when this 
perfected, and the —_—_ ag Hang ont, hat dught 
825 Diſſenters to expect? von 21 a ro bas 
Will they tell us, this — Auen and out Tole- 
ration not injur?d ? Are we to ſit Rill under it all, and 
own this is no Perſecution? Are we to careſs the 
Church, and ſay, Peace, Peace, ate we to oπn they g 
on with the Queen's Peace and Union? 3 i318 se oi 
Are we under all this to ſay; That the:Lenuy 2 
Mercy of the Church is conſpicuous, in granting us Leave 
to go to our Meetings and ſerve God our own/Way:;z and 
grant, that Suffering the Lofs of Civil Rites to obtain ar 
to maintain this, is na Suffering for Religion, not in the 
Impoſcr is na Oppreſſion??k 3920 
When we are thus paſſive, it muſt be own'd they do 
us no Wrong, who tell us, we are of the Tribe of I- 
char, and give us for our Coat of _ an Aſs Cou- 
chant under a Church 90102 ulgi on 
The Diſſenters may nerd havezbe. Migfortune tobe: 
oppreſd;and oblig?d to bear theſe ; but it ſhall nes 
ver be faid they did not 2 1 it, an complain of the 
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Wrong; they ſhall not be tant with Blindaek, tho they 
may with Weakneſs. + 

The Oxford Getleman they Gays has again appear d, 
in the World to advance the Rites of the Church, in 
Anſwer to a late Pamphlet, calbd * Rights of the 57 
ſenters. 

As to his Arguments, F leave Nin for the — to» 
his proper Adverlary, — So far as he treats me with ill 
Language, I ſay nothing to him, ſor a Railing ' Accu- 
fation is the Part of the Berit Bear- Garden Language 
is his particular Talent; and they that would have à far- 
ther Character of him, are reſerd to a Certain Reverend 
Biſhop in Ezplazd, who when he denyed him Orders, 
not * his want of Learning; fo much as his want of 
Manners and Morals, gave him alſo the Title he De- 
ſerved, b which he will be known to his: Friends, 
and to us, bh e is known in his Books, as a Pulpit Incen- 
diary, the Chu: ches Bloody Standard Bearer, the Trum- 
peter ſent out by High Church Authority, in ſpight of 
the Queen and her Summons, to Preach againſt Union, to 
Froclaim open Mar between Purties, to Hang :out Flag; 
of Deſhyance, and to tell her Majeſty, ſhe cannot have a 
true for the Church, unleſs ſhe pleaſes: to _ 
er Mord, and do ſo too. 

' Now among the Rights of the Church; if they can: 
bring it out, and prove to us, the Church of Eng land 
has a right of Coertion upon Conſcience, has a right to 
perſecute their Diſſenting mann ary gain. their 
Point. 

If they have a right to Compel us to come in, and 
to force our Conſciences; then 'tis certain we can have 
no right to the Toleration, and the Queen in her Promiſes. 
to maintain it, Invaded the rights of the Church; for 
we can have no right to that Freedom, which they have 
2 _— to Limit, or ä and the Queen cannot 


- promiſe. 


[27] 
promiſe to Maiatain us, in that which they have-a Right to 
reſtrain and prevent. Thus as the Diſſenters are brought 
in, Claiming a Liberty, they have no Right to, the Queen 
is alſo brought in, Eſtabliſhing and Promiſing us to Maintain 
that Liberty, they have a Right to take away, and by conſe; 

quence Invading the Rights of the Church. 

And thus the Right of preventing Occaſional Conforulity, 
will be preſently decided; and | am free to Challenge, all the 
Advocates for it, to enter into the Argument, of Which this is 
the Abſtract. 


"If the hare hid Right 16 Pſoetve far Cſionce Then the 
Diſenters have no Right to Toleration; 9 
| But the Church neu t Ferſeeute; Ergo. 1720 


n 0 E CONTR A. 


if whe Clare has no Right to Perſeonute for aa Aden 
Then the Diſſenters have a Right Ive dud yr oy! how 
Enjoy; by the Toleration'; 

But the Church has no Right to Priſerate; 45 lt is-prov'd 
from the Apoſtles Words, whether it be Right #6 Obey Cod, 
rather than Mau, judge ye. 0 

N Mer, bare a Right + to od =o 
, and n Gi 1014 ed: 
. [3 07 MG on Vi! arg i: nde? 

ll the Church has a Right t. to Nine then the Qneen cau 
have no Right to Tolerate; for two Contrartes, cannot be E. 
rected upon one Foundation of Right. 

If then the Queen had no Right to Tolerate the Diſſeptere 
by promiling to do ſo She promiſes to do hat She cannot * 
gally perform; and that Promiſe ought not to be kept. 

But 1 the Church has no Right to Perſecute, then ebe 
Queen a Right to give them a Toleration ; and what it is. 
Lawful to Grant, it muſt be Lawful to Continue ; and there-- 
fore Her Majeſty's Gracious Promiſe, mult be a Sacred Secu- 
rity to us, becauſe S had A \ . 00 Right to make 


it. 
Su that the whole * muſt Turn upon this, whe-- 
ther the Church, has a Right to force the Conſcience, or in. 


plain Engfiſh, to perſecute for Conſcience Sake. K 


L281 
Il they can get over this, the Argument is at an End and 
ve muſt Submit to any thing they pleaſe to Inflict; they having 
an Undoubted Right to Iuflict it. 
All the Diſſenters dependance therefore, and all their Moral 
Security is plac'd, not in the Act of Toleration, for that may 
be Mortal, but in Her Msjeſty's Sacred PromiſdGmGQ. 
And the Care Her Majeſty has taken, to make us Eaſy onithi 
Head, is very Remarkable; and ought to Diſcourage the 
Party from the Attempt. We have a Promiſe, within a Promiſt; 

The Queen, as if her Majeſty had ſeen Occalion for more than 
ordinary aſſurance, has given us firſt a Promiſe, that She will 
preſet ve the Toleratiou, and Protect the Diſſenters in their 
Liberty of Conſcience; and She has Clinch'd this En- 
gagement, by another as Solemn, wherein She: Promiſes; ts be 

always a Religious Obſerver of her Word. 

What hopes then can any Party of Men entertain, of ma- 
king the leaſt attack upon the Diſſenters Liberty, without 
a. barefac'd Preſumptioo, that they ſhall-obtain upon Her Ma- 
jeſty to break her Word Noo nant 

Upon this Account it is, I would have the Diſſenters Eaſie; 
thoſe Endeavours which have been made uſe of to Ruine them, 
have been in Vain; Her Majeſty has kept her Promiſe hitherto, 
and there is no need to fear, but She will keep it. : 

Some People . pretend to ſay, when Her Majeſty 
made this Promiſe, She did not expect to be taken in ſo large 
a Sence; I can ſay nothing to that, further than that I don't 
bed 1157 oz {0h 1 22nd fo nund fl: 11 
But! believe, before the Late King's Death, had we told thoſe 
Gentlemen, the Queen would have made ſuch a Promiſe, 
would have ſaid, we were miſtaken, when She did make it, they 
found themſelves miſtaken. If the Queen thinks they like it, 
Her Majeſty is miſtaken, and it ever Her Majeſty breaks it, 
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we ſhall be all miſtaken. © 17 & f 
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